
Lessons For Spiritual Growth – Volume One

Moving Toward God

Section 1 – Beginning Steps Toward God…

◊ 1- Beginning to move toward God.
◊ 2 - Beginning to hear God speak.
◊ 3 - Beginning to speak to God.
◊ 4 - Beginning to enjoy the family.
◊ 5 - Beginning to obey God.
◊ 6 - Beginning to tell others about Jesus.

Section 2 – Help on the Journey Toward God…

◊ 7 - The help of offering yourself to God.
◊ 8 -  The help of knowing who you are.
◊ 9 -  The help of God the Father.
◊ 10 - The help of the Holy Spirit.
◊ 11 - The help of the Church.
◊ 12 - The help others need from you.

Section 3 – Dealing With Difficulties on the Journey Toward God…

◊ 13 - Dealing with sin.
◊ 14 - Dealing with trials and suffering.
◊ 15 - Dealing with your enemy - Satan.

Section 4 –Learning How to Keep Moving Toward God…

◊ 16 - Learning how to worship.
◊ 17 - Learning to live by grace.
◊ 18 - Learning to manage God’s blessings.
◊ 19 - Learning to persevere.
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Section 1: Beginning Steps Toward God

Lesson 1 – Beginning To Move Toward God…

Congratulations!  You are beginning a journey that millions of people before you have found to be one full of joy, meaning,
purpose, and excitement!  Of course, we are talking about the journey towards God!  To help you benefit from this course to
the greatest extent, here are few things you will need to know:

1. In this study series, you will find exercises designed to help you understand and apply the things you are learning.
Whenever you come upon the “footprints” symbol like the one at the front of this section, take a few moments to pause,
read the instructions, and do the exercise.

2. You will also find sets of questions and exercises about particular Bible verses and ideas that are being discussed.  Do
your best to answer the questions according to the instructions given.  This will help you to think things through and
understand the concepts better.  The questions are based on the New International Version and your study may be easier
if you use the NIV as well.

3. Each lesson will give you a Bible verse to memorize that pertains to the subject you’ve been studying.  Do your best to
memorize the verses, including the scripture reference.  This will help you to make the things you are learning more a
part of you.

For a journey such as this we need to have a roadmap that is accurate and trustworthy and there is no better roadmap to a
relationship with God than the Bible!  The Bible tells us everything we need to know about finding God.  In fact, Jesus
said…

“Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find; knock and the door shall be opened to you.  For everyone who asks
receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.” – Matthew 7:7-8

Take a few moments to tell God that you are seeking for Him right now, and ask Him to guide you to
Himself!

The Roadblock…Sin.

The Bible tells us that in the beginning of time, when God created all that exists, He also created mankind to enjoy
relationship with Him.  They could travel freely on the road to God anytime they desired.  But something happened that
placed a roadblock in their way and split man and God apart…Adam and Eve sinned by disobeying God’s command, and
passed that sinful nature along to every other person throughout history.

GOD

At one point, I could go to
God anytime I wanted!
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Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man (Adam), and death through sin, and in this way death came to all
men, because all have sinned. – Romans 5:12

• How does this verse say that sin entered into the world?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• How did Adam’s sin affect you?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• According to this verse, are you a sinner?  Why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Because God is holy, He cannot tolerate sin.  Just as light dispels darkness
from a room, God MUST remove sin from His sight.  That required Him
to apply a penalty to all who have sinned, and that penalty is spiritual and
physical death.

“For the wages of sin is death…” Romans 6:23

• The penalty for every person who sins is what?  Does that include you?  Why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Throughout the years, man has done his best to try to take care of this roadblock of sin.  He has tried to build all sorts of
religious practices and other good deeds to try to get around it.  The problem is that the roadblock of sin is too large for any
person to get around.  It blocks the way completely.

GOD

SIN

But I disobeyed
God by sinning
and found the way
to Him blocked!

GODSIN

Over the years, I’ve tried
to find ways to reach
God in spite of the
problem that I created.
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“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not of works, so
that no one can boast.” – Ephesians 2:8-9

• What does this verse say about our “works,” or our attempts to get around sin on our own and get to God?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sin has become an insurmountable roadblock in our paths and there is nothing that WE can do about it.

Take a few moments here and reflect on your own sin.  Do you see that God, who has no sin, cannot enjoy a
relationship with you because of the things you’ve done wrong?  After you consider the huge problem that is
for you, read on…there is good news ahead!

The Way Over Our Sin…Jesus Christ!

Thankfully, God cared too much about man, His favorite creation to allow us to stay separated from Him.  He determined a
way for His anger toward our sins to be satisfied by Someone else paying the penalty for us –Jesus Christ!

“But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8

God put His love for us into action by sending His only Son, Jesus Christ into the world with only one mission on His
mind…to save you and me from our sins!  That is amazing love!  Jesus Himself said,

“For the Son of Man (Jesus) came to seek and to save what was lost.” – Luke 19:10

• According to Romans 5:8, God loved you so much that He did what?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus also said,

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.” – John

3:16-17

GOD

SIN

But my good deeds and
religious actions don’t
ever seem to get through!
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• According to the verses above, what does a person have to “do” to receive the eternal life Jesus talked about?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Believing in Jesus is more than simply believing that He existed or died on
the cross to pay the price for our sins.  Just about everyone you talk to will
say that they believe those things.  The Bible makes it clear that there is
more involved here than a mental understanding about Jesus, but that there
is an issue of trust involved.  You and I have to place our trust in Jesus in
order to receive forgiveness of our sins.  We are to fully rely upon His death
on the cross as payment for our sins.

Take a few moments to re-read John 3:16-17 listed above, and replace the words “the world” and “whoever”
with your name.  Do you realize how much God loves you?

“…to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, His faith is credited as righteousness.”
Romans 4:5

• According to this verse, once we trust in Jesus, God’s gift of love to us, what does He credit (give) to us?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus’ death pays the price we owed for sinning.  When we trust Him, God credits righteousness (goodness) to us.  Then He
no longer sees our sin, but instead sees us as being one with His Son, Jesus.  The price for our sin has been paid for us!  How
amazing!

Once You’ve Crossed Over…You Can Never Be Sent Back!

Just because we’ve trusted in Jesus, does that mean that we are perfect and will never have a problem with sin again?  No, not
at all.  We are still human and will always have to fight our sinful tendencies.  But just because we do occasionally sin, that
doesn’t mean that God casts us away from Him again.  Our sins are forgiven, today, tomorrow and forever!  Jesus said,

“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, Who has given
them to Me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of My Father’s hand.  I and the Father are one. – John 10:28-30

• Notice the words that Jesus used: ETERNAL LIFE – NEVER PERISH – NO ONE (can take them).  From these verses,
once you’ve trusted Jesus’ payment for your sins, how secure does your relationship to God seem to be?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

GOD
SIN

God cared about me so
much, that He sent Jesus
Christ to carry me over
the roadblock of sin!

JC

;QW�CPF�+�JCXG�VQ�RNCEG
QWT�VTWUV�KP�,GUWU�KP�QTFGT
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Because of His great love for you and His desire to have you with Him eternally, God made the way for you to come to Him
that you could never have made on your own!  What an amazing gift!

Can you remember a point in your life when you made a commitment to trust Jesus as YOUR Savior?  If so,
thank God again for the amazing gift of His Son.  If not, consider taking time right now to tell God that you
receive the gift of Jesus’ death in your place and that you want to rely fully on it to wipe away all of your sins.

You may want to say something to God that is similar to the prayer below in the box.

Dear God,
I realize that I am a sinner.  I’ve done many things wrong in my life.  I also understand that my sin separates me

from You and that there is nothing I can do to remove that roadblock.  But I also know that YOU did something to remove the
roadblock by sending Jesus, Your only Son to pay the price for my sins, that I rightfully should have paid.  Right now I accept
your free gift of forgiveness and choose to place my trust in Jesus.  I am relying on His death to pay the price for my sins and
make me good in Your sight.  Thank You for Your love for me.  Teach me how to please You and to say “Thank You” with the
way that I live.    Amen.

Did you trust in Jesus for the first time today?  If so, tell someone at PIBC about it.  Maybe one of the
Pastors, a Sunday School teacher, or another person you feel comfortable with.  We would love to celebrate
with you!

The First Way to Say “Thank You” to God…Baptism

In the Bible, when people trusted in Jesus, they naturally wanted to let people know what a wonderful thing had happened in
their life.  They wanted to be identified as believers in Jesus.  The first way that most people did this was through baptism.
Baptism has become confusing to many people, but the Bible is very clear on what it is for and what it accomplishes.

There are many people who were baptized when they were an infant or a
small child as a symbol of dedication or religious sincerity on the part of
their parents.  This was no doubt a very special time for their parents and
other family members.  While that may have been a special event in your
life, we are not referring to that type of baptism in this lesson.

The Bible speaks of baptism only in the sense of it taking place after you
commit to place your faith in Jesus Christ.  This type of baptism (often
called “believer’s baptism) is a statement that you are making, telling others
what has happened in your life.  It is like a one-act play, where you are
acting out the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, which identifies you as
a person committed to following Him.

• The Bible speaks of baptism (believer’s baptism) as something that should take place after we place our faith in Jesus
Christ so that we can tell other people about what has happened in our lives.  Can you see the difference between this
type of baptism and infant or child baptism?  If so, write out your understanding of the differences.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Baptism is very much a demonstration or a “picture” of what Jesus did for us when He died on the cross to pay the penalty
for our sins.  The following passage of scripture shows us this very clearly:

“Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  We were therefore
buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the

Father, we too may live a new life.” – Romans 6:3-4

• According to these verses, what are we baptized into?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

$CRVKUO�KU�NKMG�C�QPG�CEV
RNC[��YJGTG�[QW�CTG�CEVKPI
QWV�VJG�FGCVJ��DWTKCN��CPF

TGUWTTGEVKQP�QH�,GUWU�
YJKEJ�KFGPVKHKGU�[QW�CU�C
RGTUQP�EQOOKVVGF�VQ

HQNNQYKPI�*KO�
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S
IN

• When Jesus died, He was buried.  What action represents us being buried with Him according to these verses?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• But Jesus didn’t stay dead; He rose to life again.  This verse says that just as Jesus was raised from the dead we are
“raised” to do what?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Baptism is…
1. A picture of burial – when you go underneath the water it pictures your sins and old way of

life being buried as Jesus was.
2. A picture of resurrection – when you come up out of the water it pictures that you are

being raised to a new way of living.
3. A statement of commitment – a time for you to tell others that you intend on leaving

behind the ways of sin, and desire to spend the rest of your life moving closer to God!

Baptism is not…
1. A way of gaining God’s favor or forgiveness.
2. A way of becoming a member of any church.

If you’ve just recently trusted in Jesus, what do you think you should do regarding baptism?  If you would
like to be baptized, speak with one of the Pastors of PIBC about our next baptism at the beach!  They would
love to help you take this step toward God!

Now that you’ve completed this first lesson, work on memorizing the following verses.  They will help you to move toward
God and solidify the commitment you’ve made to Him.  Also, continue on with the following lessons.  One or two lessons
per week might be a good rate to go through them.  They too will prove helpful to you in continuing to move toward God!

A Verse to Memorize:

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have eternal life  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn

the world, but to save the world through Him.” – John 3:16-17
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Section 1: Beginning Steps Toward God

Lesson 2 – Beginning To Hear God Speak…Through The Bible

This lesson is designed to introduce you to God’s primary way of speaking to you, both now and throughout your life…the
Bible!  Within the pages of the Bible are many stories, instructions, and guidelines for living that draw us closer to God.  In
this study you will learn how the Bible came to be, what role it can play in your life, and how to begin understanding and
using it in your daily living.  Read on, God is ready to speak to you through His Bible!

Take a few moments and prepare your mind and heart to learn about the Bible .  Ask God to teach you as
you try to understand how He speaks to you through the Bible.

The Bible…an “Inspired” Book

We are often amazed at the beauty and wonder of creative power.  We think of it as a gift given to exceptional
people.  Many times we will say that an artist or composer is  “inspired” – because their work inspires us!  When
we say that the Bible is “inspired” this is how many people understand what we are saying.  But when we look at
what the Bible claims for itself, we find that its “inspiration” is much deeper than this.  It is inspired in a
different sense than any other work.  Read the following scripture and pay close attention to where it says the
Bible (prophecy of scripture) has come from…

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy
never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2 Peter 1:20-21

• Where does this verse tell us that scripture has come from?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• What do you think Peter means when he says that men “were carried along” by the Holy Spirit?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Bible came to us through a 3-step process.
1) God spoke to human authors.
2) The human authors were guided by the God’s Holy Spirit to write down what God wanted them to say.
3) These writings were gathered together into what we know today as the Bible.

GOD
1.

2.

3.
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What is actually quite amazing is that the Bible was written by over 40 different authors from various walks of life, ranging
in occupations from farmers to kings.  It was written over a time span of 1500 years.  Originally it It was written in 3
different languages, on 3 different continents.  Yet, there is not one contradiction in it!  Only the hand God could cause such
harmony within its pages!

Take a moment to ask yourself, “What difference does it make to ME to know that the Bible is from God
Himself?”  How does that effect the importance you will give to its words?

The Purpose of the Bible

Now that we understand a little bit about where the Bible has come from we should go on to discover why it was written,
how is it useful for people today, and what difference it can make in our lives!  There are really three primary purposes that
the Bible serves in our lives.  These three are 1) To lead us to salvation.  2) To give us guidance for living.  3) To know God
more intimately.  Let’s look at each of these purposes individually…

1. Leading us to Salvation.  The Bible says…

But these things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have
life in His name. – John 20:31

• This verse states one of the primary purposes of the Bible.  Rewrite its purpose statement in your own words
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• What does it mean to YOU personally, to know that God has gone to such great lengths to let you know how you can
have a relationship with Him?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Giving Guidance for Living.  The Bible says…

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. – Psalm 119:105

• What does it mean that God’s word is a “lamp to our feet and a light to our path?”  Rewrite it in your own words.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

5HDG�WKH�%LEOH« %HOLHYH�LQ�-HVXV«
+DYH�OLIH�LQ�+LV�QDPH�
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Life is often very confusing and dark.  There are many
times we don’t know what to do or where to turn.  What
a tremendous comfort it is to know that God has given
us His guidance in the Bible.  In its pages we find the
principles that HE says are helpful to us in living this
life.  We would be missing out on some of the greatest
help available if we were to neglect the role the Bible
can play in our lives.

• How does it make you feel to know that God has provided you guidance for living?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

All scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  – 2 Timothy 3:16

• Through what methods does this verse tell us the Bible guides us?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Why do YOU think that we need to be equipped to do “good works?”  What do our good works say about us?  What do
they say about our relationship with God?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Knowing God intimately: The Bible says…

If You are pleased with me, teach me Your ways so I may know You and continue to find favor with You…- Exodus 33:13

I (Jesus) am the good shepherd; I know My sheep and My sheep know Me – John 10:14

• When you say that you know someone, what do you mean?  Do these verses make it sound like we can know God in that
way?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

The people that we would say that we know are usually those who are closest
to us, the ones we spend the most time with or relate to most frequently.  The
same is true with God!  As we spend time listening to Him through His word
and speaking to Him in prayer, we become closer to Him.  Just like other
friendships it takes time together to make the relationship deepen.  As we
begin to see our lives change because of what God is doing in and around us,
we can begin to see on a more personal level that He is caring for us and
desires us to know Him more!

And I (Jesus) will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever – the Spirit of truth.  The
world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him.  But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be

in you.
John 14:16-17

+P�VJG�$KDNGIU�RCIGU�YG
HKPF�RTKPEKRNGU�VJCV�)QF

UC[U�CTG�JGNRHWN�VQ�WU�KP
NKXKPI�VJKU�NKHG�

,WUV�NKMG�QVJGT�HTKGPFUJKRU
KV�VCMGU�VKOG�VQIGVJGT�VQ
OCMG�QWT�TGNCVKQPUJKR
YKVJ�)QF�FGGRGP�
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• Who does this verse say Jesus sent to the earth?  Where does He live?  How do you think this helps us to know God
more intimately?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.

Ephesians 1:16-17

In this verse Paul is praying for the people who are reading his letter.  He is asking God to reveal Himself to
them so that they might know Him better.  Take a few moments and ask God to do this for you.  You can use
Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 1:17 as a pattern to follow if you would like.

Becoming Familiar With the Bible

In the lessons to come, you will be instructed to look up certain verses instead of them being printed directly on the lesson
page for you.  This is so that you can learn to “get around” your Bible on your own and become personally familiar with its
layout and structure.  In this section we will look at the way the Bible is put together so that you can feel confident when you
begin thumbing through its pages.  The Bible is really a library of different books and letters all compiled in one volume.
There are various types of writings including history, poetry, prophecy, and letters.  The following chart should help you to
see how it is laid out.  Each book is listed from left to right, in the order in which it appears in the Bible.

Take a few moments look over the chart .  Familiarize yourself with the different parts of the Bible.  If you
have a Bible, open it to the table of contents in the front and see how it compares with this chart.  The better
you know where the various books are, the easier it will be to find your way around in the studies to come!

NEW
TESTAMENT

Biography and History

Letters

Prophecy

OLD
TESTAMENT

History and Law

History

Poetry, Praise, and Wisdom

Prophecy

Genesis Exodus Leviticus
Numbers Deuteronomy

Joshua Judges Ruth
1&2 Samuel 1&2 Kings 1&2 Chronicles
Ezra Nehemiah Esther

Job Psalms Proverbs
Ecclesiastes Song of Solomon

Isaiah Jeremiah Lamentations
Ezekiel Daniel Hosea
Joel Amos Obadiah
Jonah Micah Nahum
Habakkuk Zephaniah Haggai
Zechariah Malachi

Matthew Mark Luke
John Acts

Romans 1&2 Corinthians Galatians
Ephesians Philippians Colossians
1&2Thessalonians 1&2 Timothy
Titus Philemon Hebrews
James 1&2 Peter 1,2,&3 John
Jude

Revelation
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Each of the longer books in the Bible is divided further into chapters.  Each of the chapters is divided into verses, which are
numbered from 1 until the end of that chapter.  So, if you are given a reference like this: John 2:24, you are to find the book
of John, chapter 2, and verse 24.  You may want to remove the previous page from your notebook to keep handy as a
reference as you do the following lessons.

Take a few moments to practice getting around your Bible by finding the following verses.  If you need to
refer to the chart or to the Table of Contents in your Bible, please do!

• John 3:16
• Romans 3:23
• Genesis 1:1
• Jeremiah 29:11
• Psalm 23:1

After you’ve done this a few times, it will become more natural.  Soon, you will be using your Bible easily!

Learning to Get a “Grasp” on Your Bible

There are six different keys that are helpful in understanding the Bible for all it is worth!  When you consistently use these
six methods your Bible will begin to come alive to you, and guide you further in your journey towards God!  They are very
much like the human hand.  When they work together, they are able to really “grasp” the Word of God and enable it to be
useful to us.  Using the following diagram, notice what the six keys to getting a “grasp” on the Bible are!

+HDU
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1. Hearing God’s Word

Notice the importance that this verse places on hearing God’s word…

“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”
Romans 10:17

• According to this verse faith comes from hearing the message of Christ.  Why do you think faith is important when
learning to hear God speak to you?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Some Suggested Ways to Hear God’s Word

The Bible on tape or CD.
Church services & studies.
Audio tapes of sermons.
Bible studies or Mini-churches.
Christian radio and TV teachers

Take a few moments right now to determine what steps you will take to enable you to better hear God’s
word.

2. Reading God’s Word

One of the problems with reading is that we often lose a great deal of what we’ve learned in a relatively short amount of time.
For that reason, it is important to be reading the word of God on a regular basis.  It would not be a bad idea to be reading
something in the scriptures every day!  Notice the importance this verse places on the word of God…

“Do not let the book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
everything written in it.”  - Joshua 1:8

• From what you’ve learned so far, why do you think it is so important to be reading and understanding the Bible?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Some Suggestions on Reading God’s Word

Read it systematically (book at a time).
Read it in different, reliable translations: New International, New American Standard, King James, New King
James.
Read it aloud.
Underline or color code meaningful verses.
Choose a reading plan and stick with it.

Take a few moments and look over your daily schedule.  Clear out a space each day
when you can spend at least fifteen minutes reading God’s word.  It may be over your
lunch break, before you go out for the day, or before bed.
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3. Studying God’s Word

The difference between reading and studying the Bible is that you write things down when you study the Bible.  Your goal in
studying is to understand more clearly what God is saying to you, personally.  The following verses relate to this issue of
study…

“...they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.”
Acts 17:11

“do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly
handles the word of truth.”  - 2 Timothy 2:15

• What ways of studying have YOU found helpful in the past?  How do you think you can use those when studying the
Bible?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

The secret to effective Bible study is knowing how to ask the right questions.  One of the most basic and
simple ways to do this is to ask:

• Who – is speaking, /is acting / is the subject / is being talked about?
• What – is being said, done, or acted upon?

• When – did this take place / under what circumstances?
• Why – are these things being said or done?
• How – are these things being done / are the people responding / does it apply to me?

Take a few moments to reflect on the suggestions above.  Can you think of any other questions that would be
helpful to YOU in studying God’s word?

4. Memorizing God’s Word

Memorizing God’s word has tremendous value for us.  There is a great deal of guidance, wisdom, peace, and comfort to be
found in the word of God.  When we memorize it we are able to take advantage of those things consistently and apply them
to our lives when troubles or confusing times come!  Notice the value of having God’s word in our minds and hearts…

“I have hidden Your word in my heart that I might not sin against You.” - Psalm 119:11

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.”  - Psalm 119:105

“My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to Your word.” - Psalm 119:28

“ ...think of how I suffer reproach for Your sake.  When Your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s
delight.”

Jeremiah 15:15b-16

“ ...always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
1 Peter 3:15

• Looking at the verses listed above, write down all the ways they say that God’s word is helpful to us.  Then go back and
write down the phrases that indicate the writer had memorized God’s word.  What does this tell YOU about the value of
memorizing?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Meditating on God’s Word

The word “meditation” makes many people think of
spooky or strange spiritual experiences.  However, that
is not the idea behind the Biblical use of the word at
all.  Meditation can very simply be defined as
“focused thinking” on a particular Bible truth or
passage.  It is spending time with a verse or two,
pondering their meaning and how it impacts your way of
thinking and living.

“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in
the seat of mockers.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates day and night.” -

Psalm 1:1-2

• Looking at the cartoon to the right, what do you understand meditation to be like?  Write out your own thoughts
(meditations) on the verse above.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestions to Help You Meditate on God’s Word

Picture it!  Visualize the scene in your mind.
Pronounce it!  Say the verse aloud, each time emphasizing a different word.
Paraphrase it!  Rewrite the verse in your own words.
Personalize it!  Replace the pronouns or people in the verse with your own name where the context allows.
Pray it!  Turn the verse into a prayer and say it back to God from the heart.
Probe it!  Ask any kind of question about the verse that you can think to ask!

6. Applying God’s Word

In the end, if we don’t do something about what we know, then it is not doing any good to us or anyone else.  This is
particularly true with what we learn from the Bible.  Notice what the following verses say…

“Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.” - James 1:22

“ …whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”  - Matthew 5:19

• The first verse says that when we only listen to what God’s word says and don’t put it into practice that we are deceiving
ourselves.  How is this true?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

This verse says that it is a good
thing to  “delight” in the law of the
Lord.  What does it mean to
“delight” in God’s law?…Do I
delight in God’s law?…What can I
do to delight in God’s law more?  I
wonder why it says…
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Matthew 7:24-27.  What does Jesus say the person is like who hears His teachings, but does not put
them into practice?  What kind of life does this person experience?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• What sorts of practical things to you think come from doing what the Bible says?  What sorts of things come from not
doing what it says?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Take a few moments and talk to God.  Thank Him for giving you the Bible so that you can come to Him for
salvation, receive His guidance, and get to know Him more.  Thank Him for speaking to you today through the
Bible.  Make a commitment today to apply what you learn from the Bible.  It will change your life!

A Verse to Memorize:

“I have hidden Your word in my heart that I might not sin against You.” - Psalm 119:11
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Section 1: Beginning Steps Toward God

Lesson 3 – Beginning To Speak to God…Through Prayer

Every relationship requires good, solid, two-way communication in order for it to be healthy.  It is no different when we are
trying to develop a relationship with God.  In the last lesson, you learned about hearing God speak through the pages of the
Bible.  In this lesson you will learn about how you communicate to God through developing the habit of prayer.

Take a few moments right now to think about the subject of prayer.  When you think of talking to God do
you  feel awkward?  Excited?  Scared?  Uncertain?  In this lesson you will learn why talking to God can
become one of the most uplifting and exciting aspects of your life!

How Should I Think About Prayer?

As we begin thinking about the subject of prayer it is very helpful to see exactly what the Bible says
about prayer, and understandably the Bible has a great deal to say about it!   In this first section of the
lesson, let’s look at some of the attitudes we need to understand in order to approach prayer in the
right way!

1. God desires us to relate to Him as children do to a loving Father!

• Look up and read 1 Peter 5:7.  What does this verse tell us about how we are to view prayer?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• What does this verse tell us is God’s attitude toward us?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you had children, would you want them to feel free to tell you what they were feeling?  Would you want
them to be free to tell you what they needed?  How is God like you in this respect?  Does He want us to feel
free to do this too?

2. God wants to hear what we have to say!

• Look up and read Proverbs 15:8.  Remember that once you’ve placed your faith in Jesus, God sees you as being free
from your sin.  With that in mind, what does this verse tell you about God’s view of your prayers?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Psalms 6:9.  What sort of attitude does this verse say that God has toward our prayers?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

In many ways, prayer is like a “hotline” we have to God.  We can call anytime of the day, with any sort of
issue or problem.  He is never too busy and will never tire of listening.  It’s really a wonderful privilege we
have to speak to God in prayer!

Take a few minutes to think about this question:  How does it affect you to realize that God WANTS to
hear what you have to say?  How does it make you feel about prayer in general?

3. God delights in us and longs for us to be near Him!

• Look up and read Psalms 18:19 and Psalms149:4.  How do these verses say that God feels about you as His
child?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Isaiah 40:11.  Who is the one compared to the shepherd in this verse?  Who are the lambs that He
gathers?  Where does He hold them?  How does this relate to your relationship with God?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Take a few moments to go back to Isaiah 40:11.  Picture that verse in your mind, with God being the
shepherd and you being the lamb that He is holding.  How does God care for you?  What are His desires
toward you?  How does that impact the way you view your relationship with Him?

4. We can talk to God about anything!

• Look up and read Philippians 4:6.  What sorts of things does this verse say we can pray about?  Does there seem to be
any limit to what we can pray about?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Some Suggestions Toward Having a Right Attitude About Prayer:
• Be real!  God is not impressed by flowery words or religious talk.  He appreciates honesty and humility.
• Be relaxed!  Remember, He is a loving Father…not an unfeeling tyrant.
• Be revealing!  God knows you inside and out and loves you anyway!  Don’t be afraid to speak honestly with Him.

What Should I Say When I Pray?

This is a very understandable and good question to ask!  One of Jesus’ followers asked Him the same question and He gave
them a certain “model” prayer to get them started.  Below is what we commonly refer to as the Lord’s prayer…
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Most of us have heard this prayer before in some context.  Jesus’ intention was not that we repeat it word for word, but for it
to be a “pattern” for us to follow.  How do we know this?  Because a few verses before He gave this prayer, He said…

And when you pray, do not go on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words –
Matthew 6:7

What Jesus was telling them was that a lot of repetition and saying of words that are meaningless to us do not make for a
good prayer.  Prayer is much more than that.  He gave us this pattern so that we could see some of the things we should focus
on when we pray.  Let’s look at the subjects He focuses on in this prayer…

1. Praise: Giving glory to God…

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed by Your name...” - vs.9

• When you think of praising someone, what comes to mind?  How does this apply to our conversations with God?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

There are actually 4 different areas in which we can praise God:
• For His person: Who He is….
• For His plans: For the wise and good things He has planned…
• For His word:  For the promises He has given to us…
• For His works: For the things He does in our lives…

Take a few minutes to reflect on these 4 areas of praise.  Can you find the words to briefly praise God in
these four areas right now?

2. Purpose: Committing yourself to His plans and purposes...

“Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven...”  - vs. 10

• When we speak of someone exercising their “will,” what do we mean?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• How well do you think God’s will is accomplished in heaven?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name,

Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,

On earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily

bread.
Forgive us our debts,

As we also have forgiven our
debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.



Lesson 3 page 4

• Look up and read Psalm 119:68.  If God is good in all that He does like this verse says, is there any reason that we
should be “afraid” or hesitant to submit to His will for us?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

When you pray for God’s will to be done you are praying that He will have His way...in your family...your
church...your job...your future...your city...the nation...the world.  The reason we are to do this is because

God’s ways are best.  He will NEVER steer us
wrong or make a mistake!  He knows what is the
very best for us and how to accomplish it in our
lives.  Though there are times we don’t understand
His plans, our commitment to them keeps us strong in
our trust of Him!

Do you believe that God’s plans and purposes for your life are ultimately the best?  Spend some time
thinking about this truth.  What impact does it have on the way you view life?

3. Provision: I ask God to provide for my needs…

“Give us this day our daily bread...”  - vs. 11

• Look up and read Philippians 4:19.  According to this verse, what needs can we feel confident that God will meet?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Matthew 6:25-26.  What is Jesus saying that relates to our needs?  What can we trust God to do
regarding our needs?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

God desires to meet our needs because we are His children.  There is nothing we need that we cannot ask for.  His love
assures us that He will take care of us and provide for us in every way, according to His wisdom and plan!

4. Pardon: I ask God to forgive me of my sins…

“Forgive us our debts...”  - vs. 12

When we place our trust in Jesus Christ,
we are forgiven by God, of all our sins…
past, present, and future!  The type of
forgiveness we are talking about here is
what is needed to restore a relationship
after an offense of some kind has taken
place.  If a man and wife have an
argument, each one needs to make things right with the other before the relationship will be close again.  The same is true in
our relationship with God.  When we sin, it is like we have turned our backs on Him, offending and hurting Him.  The
confession of our sins is what “clears the air” between us and God.  It is simply admitting what we’ve done and committing
to rely on His help to avoid that sin the next time.
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• Look up and read Psalm 66:18.  What happens to our prayers when we do not confess our sin?  How is this damaging to
our relationship with God?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read 1 John 1:9.  What does this verse say happens when we confess our sins to God?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Often after we sin, we feel guilty and sorry.  What do YOU think is the purpose of guilt?  One person has
said, “The purpose of guilt is to drive us back to God.  Once we are there guilt has done its work.”  What do
you think about that statement?

5. People: pray for others…

“as we have also forgiven our debtors.”  - vs. 12

• Look up and read 1 Timothy 2:1.  In what ways are we to be praying for other people?  Why do you think this is
important?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would it mean to you if someone told you that they had been praying for you regularly?  What does
that tell you about the impact YOUR prayers could have on others?

6. Protection: I ask for spiritual protection…

“And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.”  - vs. 13

• Look up and read 1 John 4:4.  Who is the one who is in the world?  Who is the one who is in YOU?  What impact does it
have on you to recognize that God has supplied you the resources to overcome temptation?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Jude verses 24-25.  This verse says that God is able to keep you from falling.  What do you think that
means?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Think about this:  When you understand that God does not desire for you to fall into temptation, and that He
has the power necessary to keep you from giving in to it, what thoughts do you have?  What do you think is
the reason that we do give in to temptation?

The Promises God Gives Us About Prayer

Promises are wonderful things…especially when they come from
someone who is trustworthy or true to their word!  In the case of God,
He cannot help but keep His word…and He has given us many promises
throughout the Bible!  Some of those promises have to do with prayer.
Let’s take a few moments to discover what God promises us about
prayer.

1. Rewards: God will reward us for faithfully praying…

• Look up and read Matthew 6:5-6.  These verses tell us that God sees prayer more as a private thing between you and
Him than a public thing that is done so that others can see.  Why do you think God rewards us for such faithfulness?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Answers: God answers our prayers when we ask in Jesus’ name…

• Look up and read John 14:13-14.  Jesus says here that He has been given the authority by the Father to do what we ask,
when we ask in His name.  What do you think it means to ask “in Jesus’ name?”
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Peace: God promises that we will have peace as we surrender things to Him in prayer...

• Look up and read Philippians 4:6-7.  What does this verse say we are to do when we feel anxious or fearful?  What is the
thing that results?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

)QF�ECPPQV�JGNR�DWV�MGGR
*KU�YQTFQCPF�*G�JCU
IKXGP�WU�OCP[�RTQOKUGU
VJTQWIJQWV�VJG�$KDNG�

God

$Q[LRXVQHVV 3HDFH�RI�*RG

5HTXHVWV�PDGH�NQRZQ�WR�*RG

ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�



Lesson 3 page 7

Think about this: Asking for something to be done “in Jesus’ name,” is asking on the basis of His authority
and position.  What authority and position doe s He  have?  Why do you think God listens when we ask in
Jesus’ name?

Guidelines for Prayer

Throughout the New Testament there are certain guidelines given regarding prayer that are helpful in making our
communication with God more meaningful and fulfilling.  In this section, we will look at these guidelines with a view toward
applying them to our own lives.

1. Remain “in Christ”:  Remain completely dependent on Jesus as you pray…

• Look up and read John 15:1-8.  Here, Jesus tells us that He is like a vine and we are like its branches. What does His
point seem to be in these verses?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• In verse 7 Jesus says that for our prayers to be answered we must “remain” in Him like the branch remains a part of the
vine.  What do you think this means?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

To really understand this idea more completely, we may need to look at the actual picture that Jesus is drawing for us.

Can you think of ways that you could better draw your strength and spiritual “life” from Jesus?  How do
things like Bible study, prayer, etc. figure into this subject?  Ask God to show you how to “remain in Christ”
in your life.

Jesus called Himself the Vine, the main
stalk of the plant.  He was drawing a
comparison to the grape vines common
in His day.  The rest of the plant draws
all of these from the vine:

• Life
• Nourishment
• Strength
• Stability

Without the vine, the rest of the plant
cannot thrive, become strong, or even
live.  Everything must stay connected to
the vine!

Jesus likened us to the branches of the
plant.  When a branch was somehow
broken away from the vine, it would
soon begin to whither and dry up. Jesus
said that these branches are gathered up
and burned.  In other words, they have
become useless!

When we try to live our lives apart from
Jesus, our Vine…our lives become
weak, malnourished, and devoid of
spiritual life.  We must remain in Him to
grow strong, healthy, and stable as
Christians!
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2. Ask: With the right motives and according to God’s will…

Many times we feel awkward or unsure of ourselves when praying to God.  We are not quite sure what we should ask or what
it is “O.K.” to ask Him for.  There are some wonderfully helpful guidelines about this in the Bible!

• Look up and read James 4:2-3.  What do these verses say is the reason why we don’t have the things that we desire?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read 1 John 5:14-15.  This verse says that we must ask “according to God’s will.”  What do you think that
means? How do you think we can discover what is “in God’s will” for us to ask?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Since God says we are not to ask for things simply to spend them on our own pleasures, what sorts of things
do you think we should be asking for?  Review Matthew 6:9-13 to help remind you.

3. Believe: Faith is at the heart of answered prayer…

In 1954, a man named Roger Bannister ran the first four-minute mile.  It had
never been done in all the centuries of recorded history, but he believed it
could be.  He developed a mental picture of himself breaking the four-minute
mile record, and he finally did it!  Since 1954, several hundred other athletes
have broken that record, simply because Roger Bannister proved it could be
done!  If an individual with only human resources is able to accomplish
outstanding success, how much more can you accomplish when you place
your faith in the all powerful God and draw upon His supernatural resources?
If you know that you are remaining in Him and are praying according to His
will, then you can expect an answer your prayer.

• Look up and read Matthew 21:21-22.  What role did Jesus say faith plays in our lives?  In our prayers?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Stop for a moment and ask God to show you what it means to have  faith in Him.  Ask Him to show you what
He is able to do in your life and what He desires to do through your prayers.

A Verse to Memorize:

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” – Philippians 4:6-7
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Section 1: Beginning Steps Toward God

Lesson 4 – Beginning To Enjoy the Family

When you placed your faith in Jesus Christ, you became a part of a new family…the family of God!  The Bible tells us that
God looks upon all people who place their faith in Jesus as His precious sons and daughters.  In every family, there are
benefits to being a part of that family, and the family of God is no different!  In this section we will look at the importance of
the family of God, how it is to work together, and what it is to be like in the world!

Take a few moments to think about your family.  Did you have a good family life as you grew up or were
there many rocky times?  Picture the ideal family.  What would it be like?  What sort of relationships would
exist in it?

The Characteristics of God’s Family…

1. A Place to Belong: God desires every person in His family to belong…

Throughout life there are times of rejection.  Whether it is being the last kid on the
playground picked to be on a team, or being passed up for a promotion, those feelings and
experiences of rejection are very real and powerful.  But in God’s family, there is to be an
atmosphere of acceptance and “belonging” for every member.  Let’s look at what the New
Testament says about this issue…

• Look up and read Ephesians 2:19.  What does this verse say that we once were?  Was this
before or after we trusted in Jesus?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• What does this verse say that we are now, after we’ve trusted in Jesus?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Romans 12:4-5.  What does this verse tell us about how the members of this new family are to
function?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Every part of the human body functions together in perfect unity.  When they do not, we say that the body is
sick or handicapped.  Can you imagine a group of people working together as smoothly as the parts of the
body?  How does Romans 12:4-5 relate to these thoughts?
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2. A Place of Encouragement: God desires every person in His family to be encouraged…

Every person on the face of the earth needs encouragement.  In our world of criticism and sarcasm we all have
our share of negative influences, so when encouragement does come it is like a breath of fresh air!  God’s
family, the church is to be an oasis of refreshment because it is to be a family full of encouragement.  Each
person is to be seeking to encourage others in moving toward God.  Look at the following verse…

• Look up and read Hebrews 10:24-25.  What do these verses tell us about the purpose of the church?  What are we
specifically supposed to encourage one another toward?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Think back to a time when someone encouraged you.  What impact did it have on you at that time?  What
did it make you want to do?  Thinking about these things, why do you think it is important for the members
of the church to encourage one another?

3. A Place of Concern: People are REALLY cared for in God’s family…

We must admit that the world we live in can be a very uncaring place at times.
There is a certain aspect of living that is burdensome and “heavy” even to the
strongest person, and the world does little to help us with that load.  This is one
of the areas in which the church is to be entirely different from the world.  As
God’s family, the church is a place of concern…for people, for their lives, for
their situations, and for their problems.  The church is God’s primary avenue of
love to the people of the world.  Let’s look at what the scriptures say…

• Look up and read James 5:16.  How does it benefit others to allow them a “safe” place to confess things?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• How does prayer for another person express concern for them?  What would it mean to you for someone to pray with
you during a difficult time in your life?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Romans 12:9-13.  List the ways these verses say we are to express our concern for others.  What do
you think it takes for a person to care for others in these ways?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Recall a time when someone truly cared for you.  What impact did it have on your life?  What do you think it
would be like to be a part of a community of people who regularly show their concern for each other?

As God’s family, the church is
a place of concern…for

people, for their lives, for their
situations, for their problems.
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4. A Place of Teamwork: We need others to grow spiritually…

In order for a football team to win, all the members of the team must be working together.
Working together is crucial to any organization or family.  Each individual has to know that
they can depend on the other members of the team.  When the Bible addresses the spiritual
growth of God’s family, it never does so on an individual basis.  All people who have trusted in
Jesus are a part of a much larger team, all heading toward the common goal of knowing God
better.  As we all work together as part of this new family, all of us grow!

• Look up and read Ecclesiastes 4:9-12.  How important does God think it is for us to learn to work with others as a team?
What do these verses say about the benefits of a team?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Hebrews 3:13.  In this verse, what is the motivation that is given for us to encourage one another?
How do you think sin can more easily affect the person who is discouraged?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Galatians 6:1-2.  What spiritual benefits does this verse give to working as a team?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Think about teams that you have been on.  What made them successful?  What made them unsuccessful?
When you think of joining others in working together to move toward God, what thoughts do you have?
What fears do you have?  What questions do you have?

5. A Place of Significance: Every person is vital and needed…

We’ve already likened the working of the church to the human body, but the illustration can be taken
even further.  Just as the growth and health of the body depends upon the contribution of each part, so it
is with the family of God!  Our health as a body hinges upon each and every one of us contributing
according to our unique gifting and abilities.  There is always a place for each person to fit, contributing
to the health of the “body” and taking part in God’s eternal plans.  That means that YOU are needed as
a part of God’s church!  You have something to offer that no one else can!

• Look up and read Ephesians 4:15-16.  In this passage Paul is comparing the church to the human body again.  Who are
the “supporting ligaments?”  What is their function?  What is every part of the body supposed to do?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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• In this verse, what is the result of each part doing its work?  What do YOU think it would be like for all of us to work
together so that we all may grow and be built up?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read 1 Peter 4:10-11.  Here Peter tells us that we each have a responsibility to use whatever gift we’ve been
given.  What are we to use our gifts for?  Why do you think this is important?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

The human body is one illustration of how the church should function, but there are many others.  What we need
to understand is that in God’s eye, there is no more value placed on one person’s service than on another
person’s service.  We all are crucial and vital parts of the healthy body!  Imagine what your body would be like if
the lungs did not function properly!  Or if the hand was missing a few fingers!  Even the smallest thing, like an
ingrown toenail can cause a great deal of pain and dysfunction in your body!  The same is true of the church.  The
person who serves behind the scenes is just as vital to the health and growth of the church as the person who
teaches or leads music on a Sunday morning.  They have different roles, but equal importance!  That means YOU
are needed in the church and others in the church need you in order to grow properly!  We’ll look at this topic a
bit more in depth in one of the upcoming lessons!

Stop for a moment and ask God to show you how important you are to His church.  Remember, He may
answer over the course of time, but He WILL answer!

6. A Place of Testimony: When others see a unified, caring team they take notice…

Jesus understood that when His family was united in its efforts and in its love for one another, the
world would stand up and take notice.  Love and unity that goes beyond cultures, race, social or
economic class, and gender to include anyone who desires to be included is very uncommon in the
world…and this is what the family of God is to be!  This unity becomes our testimony to the
world of God’s power!  Just like in a courtroom, we are “testifying” by our unity that Jesus has

made a difference in our lives, and can make a difference in the lives of others!  Notice some of the
comments scripture makes about this…

• Look up and read John 13:34-35.  Did Jesus want others to be able to recognize who belonged to His family?  How did
He say this would happen? What does it take for this kind of love to exist?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read John 17:20-23.  In this passage Jesus is praying for us, His family.  Why does He say He wants us to
be unified?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Only God can unify people of such diverse backgrounds, nationalities, ideas, and cultures.  Unity of this kind is unheard of in
our world.  The unity we have as God’s family is a demonstration that God sent His Son, Jesus into the world!  We are
partners with God in showing the world that He has sent His Son to offer forgiveness to every person in the world!

7. A Place of Worship: Heartfelt love of God is expressed…

The word “worship” is not used in our culture very much these days, but in the church it is something that happens quite
often.  True worship is not an action, it is an attitude!  Recognizing and focusing on the goodness that God has given to each
of us enables us to have an attitude of worship.  We can worship as we meet
together in a church service or as we drive in our car alone; as we are walking
through a crowded mall, or sitting quietly on a lonely beach!  Worship takes
place in the heart between God and his children!  The church is a community
of grateful people who lift their very lives to God in an attitude of worship!  Let’s see what the Bible says about worship!

• Look up and read John 4:23-24.  In this passage Jesus says that God wants people who will worship Him in “spirit and in
truth.”  What does this mean to you?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Romans 12:1.  This verse speaks of offering our bodies as “living sacrifices.”  What is a sacrifice?
When Paul tells us to offer ourselves as a sacrifice, what does he mean?  How is this worship?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Take a few moments to reflect on your ideas of worship.  Do you see it in a different way now?  What does it
mean to YOU that worship is an attitude more than an action?  How can you worship God better?

8. A Place to Gain Guidance for Living: Learning God’s ways guides us through life…

“If all else fails, read the instructions!”  We’ve all heard that saying a number of times and have
probably even said it ourselves.  It reflects our tendency to try things on our own before we seek for
help, even from the most valuable sources!  In a certain respect that is what most of us have done with
the course of our lives as well!  We’ve stumbled along trying to find the best way to make life work,
when God has provided His “manufacturer’s handbook” (the Bible) and His family, (the church) for
our benefit in the challenge of living!  In the pages of the Bible we find principles and wisdom for
living which come to us directly from the Creator of life, God Himself!

• Look up and read Colossians 3:16.  What does this verse say we are to do with the Word of
God?  What does that require that we do?  Is this to be done individually, as a group, or both?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

True worship is not an
action, it is an attitude!
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• Look up and read 2 Timothy 2:15.  What do you think this verse means when it says, “correctly handle the word of
truth?”  How do you think we learn to do that?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read 2 Timothy 3:16.  What does this verse say scripture is helpful for?  Why do we want to be “trained” in
this way?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read James 1:22-25.  Is it enough to simply understand or know what the Bible says?  Why or why not?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

One person has said, “All Christians need to be passionate, lifelong learners.”  Do you think this is true?
Why or why not?  What steps will you take to make sure your learning is more than just knowledge?

Becoming a part of God’s family brings many benefits.  First of all we have a place to belong that is dear to the heart of God.
Next, we have a group of new family members who are seeking to encourage us as we move toward God in every area of
our lives.  We also have a family concerned about us and eager to help us when we have needs.  We are also now part of a
powerful team working together to accomplish God’s eternal purposes in each other and in the world.  That gives us a place
of significance, where our individual contributions make a tremendous
difference!  Together we all serve as a testimony to the world of God’s
power and strength and we all can worship Him out of the love He’s
placed in our hearts.  And finally, as a part of God’s church we find
guidance for living, through the teaching and reading of His word, the
Bible.  Together we all are working to move toward God and to take
others along with us.  Get involved in the family on a regular basis!  There are many opportunities at PIBC to do so!  We
have mini-church groups meeting throughout the week, the Discovery Series classes which meet Sunday mornings, and all-
church fellowship events which happen on a monthly basis!  Whatever ways you choose make sure you DO CHOOSE to get
involved!  You’ll be so glad you did!

A Verse to Memorize:
“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another – and all the more as you see the day approaching.” – Hebrews 10:25

Together we all are working to
move toward God and take others

along with us!
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Section 1: Beginning Steps Toward God

Lesson 5 – Beginning To Obey God

From the time we are very small, we learn about obedience.  Requiring obedience is a “safeguard” through which parents
protect their children and teach them the proper way to live.  Children who are not obedient soon become a problem and even
a danger to themselves, others, their parents, and the community at large.  This can be true of Christians as well.  God has
given us instructions in His word He desires for us to follow.  These are not rules just for the sake of rules, but guidelines to
proper and prosperous living.  When we follow God’s guidelines for living we not only are blessed by God, but we become a
blessing to those around us.

Have you ever been in a public place and seen a child that was “out of control?”  How did the child’s
behavior impact those around him/her?  What feelings did you have watching it take place?  What benefit do
you think proper boundaries would have been for that child?

King Saul: A Biblical Example of Disobedience…

One of the ways that we learn in our lifetime is by gaining wisdom from the lives of others.  Not only
can we learn from those who do things right, but we can also learn from those who do things
wrong!  One of the people in the Bible who seemed to have everything going for him but
continually seemed to fail at pleasing God was King Saul.  He was the first king of the nation
of Israel.  He was a handsome, strong man that all the people seemed to like and God chose him
to be their king.  However, some things got in the way of his obedience to God and caused him
to do things his own way instead of God’s way.  We will begin this lesson with an examination
of his disobedience so that we can learn some of the pitfalls to avoid.

• Look up and read 1 Samuel chapter 15.  Briefly write down the situation that is presented in this chapter.  Who are the
main characters?  What is God’s plan?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• What does God tell King Saul to do?  Does he obey God?  Why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look in verse 13.  How does King Saul feel about what he has done?  Are we really obeying God when we only do part
of what He says?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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• Read verse 24 again.  When King Saul finally admits his wrong, what are the reasons he gives for why he did so?  Is it
possible that we will find ourselves feeling the same way at times?  Explain your answer.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Though Saul initially went to do what the Lord had told him to do, he found himself unwilling to go through with God’s plan
completely.  Here are some of the reasons why:

• Peer Pressure: He was afraid of the people – vs. 24
• Greed & Selfishness: He kept the best things for himself and his troops – vs. 9
• Justification: He found what he thought was a “good reason” for his disobedience – vs. 15,21

As you can see, it is easy for us to get mixed up in our motives and
emotions once we set out to obey God.  Once King Saul was away from
the Prophet Samuel (God’s spokesman) he unknowingly let himself be
tempted away from the entire instruction of God by the greed and fear of
his own heart.

• Read verses 11 and 35 again.  How does our disobedience affect God?  What do you think it means that God “grieved?”

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Read verses 22-23 again.  What did Samuel mean when he said, “to obey is better than sacrifice?”  Is it important to God
that we “make up” for what we’ve done wrong, or is it more important to Him that we change our attitude and simply
obey Him?  Explain your answer.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you were a parent, how would it feel for your children to only “partially” obey what you had told them to
do?  To make matters worse, what if they tried to rationalize and justify their disobedience?  How would you
feel?  What role do you think our relationship with God should play in our obedience to Him?

We’ve seen an example of someone who failed miserably because of their disobedience to God, but that doesn’t really tell us
why it is important to obey God.  Of course, God asks us to obey Him which should be reason enough, but it is helpful to
understand what obedience really is, the results of our disobedience and the rewards of our obedience.  In the next section we
will address these issues.

It is easy for us to get mixed up in
our motives and emotions once we

set out to obey God.
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An Expression of our Love for God…

It is very easy to think of our faith as something “religious” instead of what it really is, something
“ relational!”  As we are moving toward God our goal is to know Him better!  It is all about our relationship
with Him!  In any relationship the expression of appreciation and love is of the greatest importance.  In our
relationship with God one of the primary ways we express our love for God is through our obedience to Him.
This changes obedience from something we feel we “have to” do into something we “want to” do out of love
for Him.  Look at the following verses…

• Look up and read John 14:23-24.  According to these verses what happens inside us as we express our love for Him
through obedience?  How do you think this helps us to understand and “know” God better?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read 1 John 5:3-5.  According to these verses our obedience to God demonstrates what?  What role does our
faith in God play in helping us to obey?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

In your relationships how do you express your love?  Is it by feeling something or is it by taking action?  Do
you see how our love for God needs to be expressed in action?  Take a few moments to think about this idea.
What actions of obedience can YOU take to show your love for God?

The Benefits of Obedience…

Sometimes we might think that it is “unspiritual” to ask, “How does obedience benefit me?”  But the Bible does not shy away
from this issue at all.  God knows that quite often we are better motivated to obey when we understand “why” we should do
so.  Let’s take a look at the reasons the Bible gives for obeying God…

1. Blessings: Our obedience brings God’s blessing on our lives…

The Bible is very clear that our obedience to God brings blessings on our lives.
These blessings may be anything from physical prosperity to inner peace and
increased faith.  God determines what blessings to give for our obedience because
He knows us each intimately and can best determine what we need at any given
time.  He is a loving Father and desires to pour out His blessings on us when we
obey!  Let’s take a look at what the Bible says about this…

• Look up and read Psalm 1:1-3.  In this verse we are told much about the person who delights in the “law of the Lord.”
What do you think the “law of the Lord” is?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

God is a loving Father and
desires to pour out His

blessings on us when we
obey!
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• In these verses, what sort of blessings do you see represented by the illustration of the tree?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Psalm 5:12.  This verse tells us that the “righteous” (those who obey God) are blessed and favored by
God.  What do you think it would be like to be surrounded with God’s favor?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read Psalm 55:22.  What sort of blessing is promised here?  What does that mean to you?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

These are only a few of the passages that tell of God’s blessing on those who follow His ways.  Think for a
moment: Do you really want God’s blessing on your life?  What changes do you need to make to move toward
obeying Him more?  In your actions?  In your attitudes?  In your relationships?

2. Blessing on Others: Our obedience to God becomes a blessing to others…

Everyone wants to know that their life on earth matters.  We all want to know that we made a difference
in this world.  This is another reason why it is important for us to obey what God tells us.  Not only does
our obedience bring blessing on our own lives, but also on the lives of others.  Those around us are often
impacted by our faithfulness and obedience to God in dramatic ways!  It’s almost like the blessings that
God pours out on us spill out onto those around us!  This gives your life impact far beyond today, and

even beyond what you may be able to see.  The first example we are going to look at is from an Old Testament story of
Abraham and Lot.  Abraham was God’s faithful servant and Lot was his nephew, who had moved to a wicked city and was
not living in obedience to God.  God decided that He would destroy the city where Lot lived because of its wickedness.  Let’s
see how Abraham’s obedience to God brought blessing on his nephew Lot…

• Look up and read Genesis 19:29.  In this passage what reason is given to explain why God saved Lot from the
destruction of the city?  How does Abraham figure into the situation?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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• Look up and read Titus 3:1-8.  In verses 1 and 2 what is Paul saying that God’s people should do?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Verse 5 tells us that Jesus saved us.  Read verses 3-5 again and write down what He saved us from.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Read verses 8 and 9 again.  What does verse 8 say we are to be devoted to?  Why does verse 9 tell us that we should do
this?  Who does this kind of obedient behavior effect?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who are the people who matter the most in your life?  Your husband or wife?  Your children?  Your parents
or a good friend?  Spend a few moments and think about how your obedience to God effects them.  From the
examples we’ve read, do you think that they can be blessed because of YOUR obedience to God?

3. Points Others to God: When others see our obedience, they are pointed toward God…

Imagine what it would be like if you discovered the cure for cancer.  Would you keep the news
silent?  NO!  You would most likely call the National Cancer Association and get them the
information as fast as you could.  Why?  Because people are dying of cancer every day!  Now,
think about what has happened in your life.  Jesus Christ has given you something much greater
than the cure for cancer.  He has given you eternal life, eternal significance, and hope for your life
today.  That is surely something to tell others about!  One way that we do this is through living a
life that is obedient to what God says.

• Look up and read 1 Peter 2:11-12.  What sort of behavior is Peter telling us should be characteristic of us?  What does he
say will take place when other people see our good works?  Why is this important?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

People know that it is very hard to change old habits and bad behaviors.  When they see a genuine change in the way you
live, they will naturally be curious.  They will wonder what could happen to change a person so completely.  This can make
them very open toward the things and ways of God.
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Take a few moments and think about the change Jesus has made in your life.  Do you want others to have the
same experience  you’ve had?  How can your obedience to God help to show them what God can do in their
lives?

4. Brings Rewards: God promises rewards in heaven for those who serve Him now…

Everyone looks forward to payday.  It is the day we receive the reward for the hard work we’ve done over the past few
weeks.  It is a time to enjoy the fruits of our labors!  There is an eternal payday coming, after this life is through.  God will
give out His rewards to those who have faithfully served Him.  When you placed your faith in Jesus you were guaranteed a
home in heaven some day, but there are rewards God wants you to have even on top of that!  Let’s take a look.

• Look up and read Ephesians 6:7-8.  How are we to do the work we have to do in this life?  Why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up 2 Corinthians 5:9-10.  Where does this verse say we will all one day appear?  What do you think that will be
like?  What will happen there?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up 1 John 4:16-17.  How is God’s love made complete in us?  How does His love help us to be obedient to Him?
What does this love-motivated obedience give to us on the day of judgment?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read 1 Corinthians 3:9-15.  In these verses we are told that our obedient service to God is like building a
building upon the foundation of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  In the end God will judge the quality of our work or
obedience.  Some of us will be rewarded greatly, but some will not.  It depends upon our obedience.  What sort of
rewards to you want to have in Heaven?  How do you think you will earn them?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The idea represented in this verse is very much like the awards ceremony of the Olympic games.  In the end
of time Jesus Christ will stand in Heaven and present rewards to those who have served and obeyed Him
while they lived on the earth.  Each person who has placed their faith in Jesus will receive some types of
rewards.  Those who have been faithful in their obedience will receive much reward.  Those who have not
been so faithful will not receive much reward.  Today is the day that we are earning our rewards.  We
earn them through our obedient and loving service to God’s commands.  As we gratefully respond to His

gift of salvation we will begin to lay up rewards for ourselves in Heaven!  Remember, this is not work to get
us to heaven, Jesus has already done that work!  This is obedience to earn reward in heaven.

There is a saying, “Only one life, it will soon be past….Only what’s done for Christ will last.”  What do you
think is meant by this?  Do you agree?  In the end of life what WILL  really matter?  What attitude will you
take on regarding obedience to God?

A Verse to Memorize:

“This is love for God: to obey His commands.” – 1 John 5:3
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Sections 1: Beginning Steps Toward God

Lesson 6 – Beginning to Tell Others About Jesus

There is a popular phrase in churches which says, that when one person tells another person about the salvation God offers
through Jesus Christ, it is like one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.  That statement has a

great deal of truth to it.  Something truly miraculous has happened in your life!  God has transformed
you from a sinner, to a saint!  From a person who was spiritually dead into a person who is now full of
spiritual life!  As a person who was once a “beggar” in a spiritual sense, you would most naturally want

others who are still in the shoes you once wore to know the great joy that you have found in trusting in
Jesus Christ.  In this lesson we will be discussing how to simply and excitedly tell others about what has

happened in you, and how they can place their trust in Jesus as well!

Take a few moments to think about the people who are most dear to you.  Do they truly seem to have joy and
fulfillment in their lives, or are they just going through the motions of life?  Can you see any ways that the joy
you’ve found in trusting in Jesus could help them?

Where to Begin…

1. With love…

Telling other people about Jesus Christ is not to be something we do out of compulsion or obligation, but out of our love and
concern for the people we are speaking to.  We can easily see this perspective demonstrated in the life of Jesus.

• Look up and read the following verses: Matthew 9:36, Matthew 14:14, Matthew 15:32, Matthew 20:34, Mark 1:41,
Mark 6:34, Mark 8:2, and Luke 15:20.  What is the common thing about Jesus in all these verses?  How does it make
you feel to know that Jesus’ motive in dealing with people was so loving?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read John 3:16-17.  What was God’s motivation for sending Jesus to save people?  How should that effect
what our motives are for telling others about Jesus?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Look up and read 1 John 4:10-11 and 1 John 4:19.  What does our love for others demonstrate?  Do you think people
need to see that in others?  Why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________


